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Abstract

AIM: To investigate the differential expression
of vascular endothelial growth factor (VEGF)
and vascular endothelial growth factor recep-
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tor 2 (VEGFR?2) in gastric cancer to understand
possible roles that VEGF and VEGFR2 recep-
tor play in the carcinogenesis, progression and
prognosis of gastric cancer.

METHODS: The expression of VEGF and
VEGFR2 was examined using immunohisto-
chemistry on paraffin embedded tissue chips
derived from 73 patients with gastric cancer
(GC) and 63 adjacent normal tissues (ANT)
from the same patients. Expression data were
analyzed against patients” clinicopathological
features and follow-up information.

RESULTS: The level of VEGFR2 in GC tissues
was significantly higher than that in ANT (P
= 0.025), but no significant difference was de-
tected in the level of VEGF between GC and
ANT (P = 0.275). In GC tissues, a positive cor-
relation was found between expression levels
of VEGF and VEGFR?2 (r = 0.455). High expres-
sion of VEGF was significantly associated with
lymph node metastasis (P = 0.004), distant
metastasis (P = 0.019) and advanced clinical
stage (P = 0.003). High expression of VEGFR2
was associated with sex (P = 0.049), lymph
node metastasis (P < 0.001), distant metastasis
(P = 0.007) and advanced clinical stage (P <
0.001). High levels of both VEGF and VEGFR2
were linked to poor prognosis in GC patients
(P = 0.043 and P = 0.016, respectively). Cox
multi-factor regression analyses demonstrated
that clinical stage was an independent factor
predicting overall survival of GC patients (P =
0.001).

CONCLUSION: Overexpression of VEGF and
VEGFR2 may suggest late stage, metastasis,
and poor prognosis in gastric cancer patients.
VEGFR2 may play a role more important than
VEGEF in the regulation of angiogenesis in gas-
tric cancer.

© 2014 Baishideng Publishing Group Inc. All rights
reserved.
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(P<0.001). (P = 0.007)
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FEA BB BRAE O R, I AR sl T DU 2R
KARPLE TR BT, DRI A2 b 8 10 A AN e e
KA AR MR I R A AR ) 3 5
TR Bl I N A KK F(vascular endo-
thelial growth factor, VEGF) J¢ H 3= B2 44 I 3
W 72 4 K K F 32 44 2(vascular endothelial growth
factor receptor 2, VEGFR2)IA#%, it ERIE
VEGFS Z MM ) A KEACEMEREA
K, BEESE ke FUNRE . AT SRR . e &
SR, MR A S AEVEGF I IE S
Wk, JF HX A EERAE T R K A £ Ty
T, /B BB 1) R A B R T 40 B T e
T VEGF/VEGFR2IEARE R L8 A ple o ) o
OAEH, TR IR SIS B3 TS Ik RIER
#1)], [ LAVEGF X VEGFR2AHE s {47 i %
T 2B Z (¥ K. VEGF. VEGFR2JK
293 A SR g 2 AU SR A A 5T RN 3 - B ) 254
B R

1 RIASE

1.1 i A K55 — B Be2003-01/
2007-12F R Y BRI 5 58 A s 2 23734, Hodh 55
4615, 2715, FERE27-81%, TFHIERS9.14 +
12.8%, ik 4552390, otk 4s % # ¥ 34
i, AR TE AL A% 12491, Rt 5 A2 2H 24(World
Health Organization, WHO)(2000)J 1 2H 21227}
F: m AR IR 2, R A IR R 201,
BRI A0, R A1, B4 e
745, 1R F12014-04-01, Bl Vs ) 3 A A7
K715} 18] 940.7 mo +38.7 mo(0-121 mo). #&HL63
191 75 9 £ 5 19 55 AL 2RV PR B IR 4445 em A
AR 20O VR Rt HEZH. 4 300 491 R A 3 ok

u A7 5
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B 1 BEEARADVEGFRVEGFR2AVGE B LA LS Z SR EnvisioniE x 200). A: VEGF

; C: VEGFR2
; VEGFR2: 2.

1THOT ALY, Bkl e R, BmAgin S
[l Je hiE Bk & 25 71 2 (American Joint Committee on
Cancer, AJCC)20104F & 1T 25-LAR M TNM 73 Hidw
HE, — PR P AVEGFH 7 A2 E Abcam
AT, P Tab68334, FFEFEL L 100); RPTA
VEGFR2 H.5e [EHi (K E Abcam A ], ab51873,

FOREFEL - 25). HAaulm¥k BAb bz & A
MARAF.

1.2

1.2.1 i

FRASY)E T40 o/ LR [E e, A ks34,
HIVEHLUES Fr, 4 wmEES) Jr, K fse 28
2= Envision B VR AT Y i, I HE BB 5 B 4
IR A BRI R, FIPBSYRACE: —HifE B It
ot B
1.2.2 : EH P 44 v A T L 2 T SR FH AL
B VLML . VEGF % 4l 434k 24 P PR &5
jjéﬁﬂﬂﬂfﬁz&ﬁiﬁ%%@%ﬁm, VEGFR2 %%
A AN 2 BH 5 SR D 4 o 52 9 o A R (T
RiL. s AU 43 5 5 S ARIE 1 SCHR AR AU
J9BH M 2N o A0 RS B A e
TR FE 143 (R AN PH M & Cal R U 4t
T3 <5% N0 6%-25% N 14); 26%-50% K2
43 51%-75% M358 76%-100% N4%5. et is &
THor: TEEAOG; REREE N1 BRE N2
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; B: VEGF

; D: VEGFR2 . VEGF:

o1y KR ECR3 Sy, PRI FAHTE: 0-104(-), 2-4
§3\7'J(1+), 5-841 M(2+), 9-1243 N(3+); (-) B,
() NFIPHYE, (2+-3+) A5 FH .

M T A4 R FHSPSS17.0%k
PE RGBT 881t 70 M. VEGFE{VEGFR21EE 5
g ] ek 22 7 1 LU R F K ruskal-Wallis A
1% ; VEGFFIVEGFR2 3K 1A 5 35 11 PR 21 5%
B E] 5% £ 5K F Kruskal-Wallis AR5, 78 4R
2 (A 223K B M 9% M SR FH S pearman 4% AH 55 43
Mr; KA Kaplan-Meieryd it 4 17 il 2 1 4= 77 1
BEATREIR; R Cox L A7) KU [] V=455 7 3t 47 5
N2 &2 R EAF . P<0.0S N ES BH S

-9

2 BR

2.1 VEGFR2 73451 B A
Je 6315198 55 H 2 VEGF FIVEGFR2 fu e 4 414k 2
45 1): VEGFMVEGFR27E B4 4(E 1A,
Oy FRMER LB A MRS (. Gt /i Bon (R
1): VEGFR2TE B i 22 3R IE = F(60.3% vs
46.0%)7E 55(FE1C, D) = 0.025)4H41, M VEGF
15 B o 5 P R I A MR 21 H %
F(P = 0.275). 4, 12 P R v R 5L 3|
VEGFHIVEGFR27E MIL/E N Bz 21 ffd i 2 e 15 th A2
BH 1 .
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VEGF

VEGFR2

parcl n - 1+ 2+ B PE 1+ 2+ (B AR
73  18(24.7) 38(52.0) 17(23.3) 1.2 0.275 29(39.7) 35(48.0) 9(12.3) 5.0 0.025
63  7(11.1) 42(66.7) 14(22.2) 34(54.0) 29(46.0) 0(0.0)

VEGF: : VEGFR2: 2.

(=] - 1+ 2+ VB PE & PE

VEGF 18(24.7) 38(52.0) 17(23.3) 5.1 0.024 0.455 <0.001

VEGFR2 29(39.7) 35(48.0) 9(12.3)

VEGF: ; VEGFR2: 2.

2.2 VEGF VEGFR2 HE#E#FVEGF. VEGFR2FE ATk, W5z

76 B L A 5501(75.3%) VEGE BH 1t 281k (£
2), M VEGFR23IA FHPE# H44451(60.3%), 5
HYIPVEGFRIVEGFR2 [ RIA T Z (" = 5.1,
P =0.024), KM M BN, —FHTE B REALT
FIEA IR, MK R K = 0.455.
2.3 VEGF VEGFR2

B 4 VEGF
FimRiESEHWMRELEEREP = 0.004).
LAEEEFE (P = 0.019) M B 1 R 73 (P =
0.003)FH K (K3); IR 43 SATITIA S IV S 1 B e
HBHVEGF PR IEZ 7351 990.9%, 100%,
B T PR 2 10 T B A0 1T 390 1 3Rk 2R
(52.9%, 57.9%). VEGFR2 5 H & HEHI(P =
0.049). WE L5 (P<0.001). LB P
= 0.007) R & I R 73 #1(P<0.001)4H 2 ; TIT
WIFNIV I B R M VEGFR2RIE R &
T T HAF0 T B3 B e 2B 3 (81.8% 86.6% vs
29.4%. 42.1%).
2.4 VEGF VEGFR2
73450 B e KR B U 45 S 18847, 554K
T2, 3G A K N 121.0 mo; sz 77
12921.0 mo. VEGFFHME & (1) A7 A= A7 16 ]
N21.0 mo, VEGF [ & 35 1 v o A A7) (8]
72.5 mo; VEGFR2BH M 3 1 0 £ A7 1 0] A
17.0 mo, VEGFR2 PP B35 1 o 07 2E A7 16 ] Ky
58.0 mo. Kaplan-MeieriZii {7 41770 45 R &
~(F2): VEGF. VEGFR2[IEILS B EEN
AT 2 AP = 0.043, P = 0.016)(K2A, C),
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(P<0.001, 2 = 0.008)(X2B, D).

2.5 X731 B
Jeer K5 1D I PR 9 B % REa3E 4T C o x BRL[R] 3R [B] 1A
B M (R4), S5 ER: HERENRALR
W5 HREEE (P = 0.003), mAbFERK P =
0.02). A7 H(P<0.001). VEGE® = 0.049) %
VEGFR2(P = 0.019)[f1 R 1L 27 AH K, Cox % [F %
[ EREAL 37, 45 R EoR: B R IR A A A7
ISR AR P = 0.001), flifi R 23 30 7] bA
S BN B e R AR T AR T, IV
BTG T W TR0 T R 3E n T SR%(HR
=5.48, 95%CI: 2.00-15.03).

3 171E
PEWHO T & [H b iE i 7 2H 2 (International
Agency for Research on Cancer, IARC)ftii+!",
20124 4Bk B g K£195200061 8 K, &
A R 111 6.8%, R FAE BT A i AE P AL R
5071, EBERKL17230006 LTI, FET-FH
8.8%, JEEH3NL. TEHE, 20124 5 & H K
4050001, 5 AxHBREAEMI13.2%, JEEE2407; SET:
32500007, i A EREIEAL T I14.7%, f& 553467
T E B e R R A A T R AR I T
T FLKCP (Bt FLKCE W %), 78 B e 441
HH R AH DG Bl 5 im PR 7T, Bk I L
T

VEGF T & 4 UE S Bz 20 M RF 53 v 1)
PR 245, BE A% T 0w FEAD A2 BEOR S TR 1 L

LRCEE 3

(vascular endothe-
lial growth factor,
VEGF)

VEGFR2

VEGF/VEGFR2

VEGF/VEGFR2
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"L REE
VEGF/VEGFR2
> e VEGF . VEGFR2 .
‘ rarfm_ RIS n- . ot vE FE _ . . yBE PE
cirumab) () 0.04 0.852 12 0.273
<60 32 8(25.0) 17(53.1) 7(21.9) 15(46.9) 14(43.7)  3(9.4)
> 60 40 10(25.0) 20(50.0) 10(25.0) 14(35.0) 20(50.0) 6(15.0)
0.85 0.357 3.9 0.049
, 46  9(19.6) 26(56.5) 11(23.9) 15(32.6) 23(50.0) 8(17.4)
27 9(33.3) 12(44.4) 6(22.2) 14(51.8) 12(44.4)  1(3.7)
WHO 4.39 0.356 7.1 0.132
2 1(50.0) 1(50.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 2(100.0)  0(0.0)
20 4(20.0) 13(65.0)  3(15) 11(55.0) 7(35.0) 2(10.0)
40 10(25.0) 19(47.5) 11(27.5) 13(32.5) 22(55.0) 5(12.5)
0(0.0) 2(50.0) 2(50.0) 0(0.0) 3(75.0) 1(25.0)
7 3(42.8) 3(42.9) 1(14.3) 5(71.4) 1(14.3) 1(14.3)
2.70 0.259 34 0.182
T1 9 4(44.4) 3(33.3) 2(22.2) 6(66.7) 2(22.2) 1(11.1)
T2 17 6(35.3) 8(47.1) 3(17.6) 7(41.2) 10(58.8)  0(0.0)
T3 47 8(17.0) 27(57.4) 12(25.6) 16(34.0) 23(48.9) 8(17.0)
8.30 0.004 13.2 <0.001
34 14(41.2) 15(44.1) 5(14.7) 22(64.7) 9(26.5)  3(8.8)
39  4(10.3) 23(60.0) 12(30.7) 7(17.9) 26(66.7) 6(16.4)
5.49 0.019 7.40 0.007
61 18(29.5) 31(50.8) 12(19.7) 27(44.3) 30(49.2)  4(6.5)
12 0(0.0) 7(58.3) 5(41.7) 2(16.6) 5(41.7) 5(41.7)
1410  0.003 21.8 <0.001
0+ 1 17 8(47.1) 8(47.1) 1(5.8) 12(70.6) 5(29.4)  0(0.0)
1I 19 8(42.1) 7(36.8) 4(21.1) 11(57.9) 8(42.1)  0(0.0)
11l 22 2(9.1) 14(63.6) 6(27.3) 4(18.2) 14(63.6) 4(18.2)
v 15  0(0.0) 9(60.0) 6(40.0) 2(13.3) 8(53.3) 5(33.3)
VEGF: : VEGFR2: 2.
e BRED ZREDN
<= HR(95%Cl) PE HR(95%CI) PlE
( vs ) 0.95(0.54-1.68) 0.866 0.75(0.40-1.39) 0.360
(<60 ws=60 ) 0.86(0.51-1.48) 0.591 0.88(0.49-1.59) 0.679
( vs - ) 1.76(0.96-3.24) 0.070 1.32(0.67-2.60) 0.420
(T2/T3 vs T1) 2.52(1.36-4.68) 0.003 0.97(0.42-2.25) 0.951
(N1/N3 vs NO) 1.29(0.74-2.25) 0.366 1.43(0.81-2.54) 0.216
(MO vs M1) 0.46(0.24-0.89) 0.020 1.05(0.50-2.18) 0.905
(I/IV vs 1/11) 4.87(2.64-9.00) <0.001 5.48(2.00-15.03) 0.001
VEGF  (1+/2+ s -) 2.063(1.00-4.24) 0.049 0.98(0.41-2.37) 0.966
VEGFR2  (1+/2+vs -) 1.997(1.12-3.56) 0.019 0.92(0.42-2.01) 0.830
VEGF: ; VEGFR2: 2.

AP B, iR X _EINNIIVEGFIER  VEGFC. VEGFDMA# KK FPLGF, R
KVEGFA, h4h, VEGEXRIEBFEVEGFB. BALATE D RE S AE AL AR AR H, £ =
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A L B
1.0 VEGF
081 P =0.043
067 () (7 = 18)
04r

T 1+/2+ (7 = 55
021  14/2+ 12+ (n =)
—+— -, censored
00— 1+/?+, cepsored‘ ‘ ‘ ‘
0 20 40 60 80 100 120
(mo)

C L D
1.0 VEGFR2
08 r
0.6 -

() (7 =29)
04 r
02+ 14/2+ 1+/24 (n = 44)
—+— -, censored
00— 1+/?+, cepsored‘ ‘ ‘ ‘
0 20 40 60 80 100 120
(mo)

B 2 VEGFRVEGFR2MFASBREEBEEEONRA. A: VEGF

; B: VEGF
(1+/2+)
; VEGFR2:

, VEGF

VEGF ; D: VEGFR2

2.

X FINAVEGFRE FEHH M A K. #HE
A R B I I O ) BGn A OC . R 4 g
HVEGF 132 /815 5 52 VE G F 52 18 % & 12 I
f#(VEGF receptor tyrosine kinases, RTKs)#
neuropilins(NRPs)JiH, #7425 B e
VEGF# /A3 E ZRTKs, VEGFR2& F E[f)
RTK, 7£ A 40+ 4% VEGF {5 5 9F H g it

VEGFiA 4 i i 8 A ikl
it 983 40 U % IAVE GF 45 & T 1L 79 Fz 41 i

VEGFR2 b, {2 ik i A ™, 3Pl A A 1L
AT A 3G A=, S8 B ey B2 I A8 A0 P Jieh 6 4
A2 P U ) LB TR BT ok b 2 AR AE
— B 3 WA YR TN B TR 4 B 3 A A T
VEGFA] LU i3 KV EGFR27E 16 (1) 5 A 25 2=
4055 [1(mammalian target of rapamycin, mTOR)
RV EGF 873k, AT JEOR AR B L8 AR
550, AR 2] H A2 VEGFR2H
Tk T 5 4R, I HLBEAE Ik PR 4 30 1 38 o
VEGFR2 [ IE /KPR s, 5B VEGFR24
B AR A KR 2 CEE,. BRVEGF
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0.8

0.6

0.4

0.2

0.0

1.0

0.8

0.6

0.4

0.2

0.0

m @ A

VEGF
VEGFR

VEGF

P<0.001

() (7 = 18)

1+ (7 = 38)

1+
2+
—— -, Censor
| — 14, censored 2+ (n =17)
| | | | | | |
0 20 40 60 80 100 120
(mo)
VEGFR2
i P =10.008
() (7 =29)
741_\
1+ 1+ (n = 35)
[— 2+
—+— -, CENSOF
! 2+ (n=9
| —— 1+, censored @ )
0 20 40 60 80 100 120
(mo)
,VEGF  (1+/2+)
; C: VEGFR2
, VEGFR2 . VEGF:

1E 15 Jo R 55 AL 2 (3R IA I A MR B = X
R, HERERAN PN ERERELT
FER(K3), B EEEAFIGKS T VEGF
kA 25, IF Hilm R 70 8kE, VEGFIRER
IE7KPlk R, AT CAE B, VEGFTESE A4 I %=
SR IE R H TG, KUk, VEGFTE B &l
S 5 AV R IK A MR RN 2 7, TR R
BRI P AS: — J7 THAE 8 %8 A 3 e 5% 41 24
VEGF K /K1 AT B [\ -, S o5 23 s
FKIEWIVEGEAK TR LA Mg H A K 5
PR AL TE 4F 1 56, 5 — D7 THIAE O B i A 55
HAURIR K X B A VEGFR2[FRIE KT, R
B 55 HA R VEGF R IB K5 B 4 234
2, {55 4 4R VEGFR2 [ 32 7K B LA
T B, S AL VEGFEZ HH M
AR, TR A TG V2 R 4 F AR 3t i A8 A e i Rg
HAVEK ., BBEER. A 7IR/RVEGFR2
fEXT H B E R . TS 15200 J7 T A] B b
VEGFZE 4. HIkWN. AMFFERY, Ffb2E
i VEGFR2B MG 5 VEGFR2FE K, 42 S 5 is
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YL A VEGFRIE KRR FER. CoxZ R ER
[ D= ASE B o3 AT S5 W PR 7 9 2 s i S8 5 S 1
ML fE R 2, DR B e R I RS o
HINTUE R EE,

#% K -F--xB(nuclear factor-kappa B, NF-kB)
HUE 5 7 T RN % 0 R 13 (signal transduc-
ers and activators of transcription 3, STAT3){5
5 P R R A R e EE I T Ak RS T
e, RAEER AR, B P ek 2
JiegRe ) e, i M. B e DA e
VRN B8 (Helicobacter pylori, H. pylori)1g V&Y%
S EU RORE RS B R AE VIS, TEE
P H. pylorri&% 4% P GEiE L CagAfi &K STAT3 ()
B AL, WOESTAT3I R (S Sk, HmsEH
FERA . KBRS, A K-6(interleu-
kin-6, IL-6). IL-17%%40 M K77 LAFIESTAT3
B FHVEGFRIEH &, IL-17TAREE 2 7
WA MAIEVEGFARMsVEGFRI#IE, (i
I AR, AR R 2 A A E K e R I A
M EERITL-6/S TAT3AE 5 % £ K s 1) ) A=
RIEREIEEEPER, EEES, RITE
7] B W 22 BITL-6/S TAT3 A5 538 # HH 5% [H 1 1)
mRIS. AN RS BB b A
JIVEGFR2%KIA [, fESTAT3FEAE /)N B
BUR N VEGFR2ME 5 il B K S TAT3 1 i 4,
2 1) b iz 4 A 8 B 0Re 440 P f A T e
IR O 358 mR (I SRR A 5 i e 1 A K % 1) A
KU STAT3 @ 15 LA % 1F F LA 5 8
“Fla(hypoxia inducible factor-la, HIF-1a)f
RIS R % FVEGF I 5%, #2104
VEGF"™". fE B H L h, RITMEEIVEGF
(113215 5 VEGF R2 ) 3K i 17 75 118 55 [ A4H 5% 14,
R R = 0.455, X 52 wiH2 201 s 228
HVEGF, VEGFR2 [ 43 W if i 1 2T AH g
4. 8RN, fE B STAT3 5 VEGF. VEGFR2
2 18] 5% J5 AH AR R RE A K oy 1A B LI AT
AN, AR /RVEGFR2X B Je o %
. TE MIs2m L VEGFEE G .

WFFC I, VEGFH ] LLRZIa 7776 T i il
R85 R S 2 AL PG T RERY, R A A X TL-6/
STAT35 Tl B I N2, b4k, VEGFAZ AR AT LLi
2 9 35 5T R £T 4 4 B 1) Th /% 1 1 MR 44
PN E/

S TAT 347 il 55 7] LA AE A [A] (1) 7K ~F BH W
VEGF 1335 M & 4] i 3 A= e i 1 A U,
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I FH AT 1 O A2 K BTV E G F O I RE, 7T BA
5] P9 0 P 2B L BB DR i A A R
VEGF#E [ 25 7E Ifi PR I 5 24 BB & 4097 2590 (1)
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