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Abstract

AIM: To investigate the expression of Golgi gly-
coprotein 73 (GP73) in hepatocellular carcinoma
(HCC) tissues and to analyze its relationship
with the clinicopathological features of HCC.

METHODS: Seventy-five hepatocellular carci-
noma specimens and matched tumor-adjacent
specimens were collected. Immunohistochem-
istry was used to determine the expression of
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GP73 in the above specimens. The correlation
of GP73 expression with the clinicopathological
features and prognosis was analyzed.

RESULTS: The positive rate of GP73 expres-
sion in HCC tissues was significantly higher
than that in adjacent tissues (x* = 73.60, P <
0.001). The expression of GP73 was associated
with Edmondson pathological grade, TNM
stage and vascular invasion (P < 0.001), but not
with the patient's gender, age, hepatitis B sur-
face antigen (HBsAg), cirrhosis, a-fetoprotein
(AFP), portal vein thrombosis or tumor number
(P > 0.05). Kaplan-Meier analysis showed that
HCC patients with high GP73 expression had
lower median survival time than those with
low GP73 expression (y° = 28.72, P < 0.05). Uni-
variate analysis showed that AFP level > 20
ng/mL, TNM stage, and GP73 expression were
poor prognostic factors for patients with HCC (P
< 0.05). Multivariate analysis found that GP73
expression was an independent prognostic fac-
tor for HCC (P = 0.07).

CONCLUSION: The expressions of GP73 is high
in HCC tissues, which might be associated with
tumor malignant behavior and prognosis of
HCC patients.

© 2014 Baishideng Publishing Group Inc. All rights
reserved.
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