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Abstract

AIM: To investigate the clinical significance of
expression of p53 and nm?23 in mucous adeno-
carcinoma (MUC) of the rectum.

METHODS: The expression of p53 and nm23 in
37 cases of MUC and 261 cases of non-MUC of
the rectum was detected by using immunohisto-
chemical streptavidin-peroxidase method.

RESULTS: The positive rates of high p53 and
nm?23 expression in MUC were significantly
lower than those in non-MUC (16.2% vs 35.6%,
13.5% vs 29.9%, P < 0.05 for both). The expres-
sion of p53 and nm?23 was not correlated with
tumor size, gender, invasion depth, 1lymph node
metastasis or TNM stage (P > 0.05 for all). Nm23
expression was not related to p53 expression.

CONCLUSION: The expression of p53 and nm23
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is low in rectal MUC, and they may have no sig-
nificant role in the development and progression
of this malignancy.

© 2014 Baishideng Publishing Group Inc. All rights
reserved.
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