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Abstract

Natural killer (NK) cells are a major group of
human hepatic lymphocytes. Their precursors
undergo a maturation process that leads to the
acquisition of their effecter functions to regulate
the innate and acquired immune responses.
With the changes in the expression of chemo-
tactic receptors and adhesion molecules, NK
cells migrate to the target organ, leading to the
immune-related liver diseases. The discovery
of the vitamin signaling and vitamin receptor
expression in NK cell lineage, particularly the
interaction with nuclear receptors, suggests a
novel role for vitamin signaling in modulating
immunological function and in the development
or prevention of autoimmune diseases.
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