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Abstract

Hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC) is one of the
most common malignant tumors, with features
of high malignancy, high mortality and poor
prognosis. Most patients with HCC are diag-
nosed at late stages. One main reason is the lack
of highly sensitive and specific molecular mark-
ers. MicroRNAs (miRNA) are a kind of small
non-coding RNAs involved in posttranscrip-
tional regulation in eukaryotes. They partici-
pate in many developmental and physiological
processes, including growth, cell differentiation,
proliferation and apoptosis. Since abnormal ex-
pression of miRNAs is closely related to HCC,
serum miRNAs have appreciable value in early
diagnosis, efficacy assessment and prognostic
evaluation in HCC.
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