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Abstract

Reactivation of hepatitis B is characterized by
the abrupt recurrence or the rise of hepatitis B
virus (HBV) DNA in the serum of patients with
previously inactive or resolved HBV infection,
which frequently occurs during or after cytotoxic
chemotherapy or immunosuppressive therapy;
however, most of these cases are subclinical and
only detected until activated liver disease. Sever-
al randomized controlled trials have shown that
HBV reactivation can be prevented by antiviral
prophylaxis. Thus, patients who are to receive
cytotoxic chemotherapy or immunosuppres-
sive therapy should be screened for present and
previous hepatitis B infection, and hepatitis B
surface antigen positive patients should receive
antiviral prophylaxis.
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