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Abstract

The etiology and pathogenesis of inflammatory
bowel disease are currently unknown. It is gener-
ally believed that persistent intestinal infection, in-
testinal mucosal barrier defect, intestinal mucosal
immune dysregulation and genetic and environ-
mental factors together contribute to the pathogen-
esis of inflammatory bowel disease. Several studies
have demonstrated that enteric glial cells play an
important role in maintaining the integrity of intes-
tinal mucosal barrier. Enteric glial cell deficiency
in mice leads to the destruction of integrity of
intestinal mucosal barrier, increases mucosal per-
meability, and results in intestinal inflammation,
hemorrhage and necrosis. This article discusses
the role of enteric glial cells in the occurrence and
development of inflammatory bowel disease.
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