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Abstract

AIM: To investigate clinical significance of ex-
pression of trefoil factor 3 (TFF3) in hepatocellu-
lar carcinoma (HCC).

METHODS: The expression of TFF3 was exam-
ined by immunohistochemical method on tissue
chips containing 90 cases of HCC and 90 cases of
non-tumor hepatic tissues.

RESULTS: The positive rate of TFF3 expression
in HCC was significantly higher than that in
non-tumor hepatic tissues (62.1% vs 33.8%, P <
0.01). TFF3 expression was significantly corre-
lated with tumor size, TNM stage (P = 0.026 and
0.015) and relapse-free survival (P = 0.043).

CONCLUSION: TFF3 may play an important
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role in the development and progression of
HCC, and the expression of TFF3 might be a
potential marker for evaluating the prognosis of
HCC.

© 2014 Baishideng Publishing Group Co., Limited. All
rights reserved.
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