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Abstract
AIM: To explore the correlation between the
expression of gastin and osteopontin (OPN) in
gastric cancer.

METHODS: The expression of gastin and OPN
was determined by immunohistochemistry in
60 gastric specimens including 20 cases of nor-
mal gastric mucosa, 20 cases of dysplasia and 20
cases of gastric carcinoma.

RESULTS: The expression levels of OPN and
gastin had an increasing tendency from normal
gastric mucosa to precancerous lesions and gas-
tric carcinoma (P < 0.05). Correlation analysis
showed that there was a positive correlation
between the expression of gastin and OPN. The
expression of OPN was significantly related to
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tumor differentiation and stage (P < 0.05 for
both), but not to age or sex.

CONCLUSION: OPN and gastrin expression is
increased in gastric cancer. There was a positive
relationship between the expression of gastin
and OPN. Up-regulated expression of OPN may
be the reason why gastin plays a key role in the
development of gastric cancer.

© 2014 Baishideng Publishing Group Co., Limited. All
rights reserved.
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