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Abstract

AIM: To compare the application value
between digital barium meal radiography and
gastroscopy in diagnosing early esophageal
cancer.

METHODS: One hundred and twenty-three
patients with main complaints of retrosternal
discomfort and obstruction feeling while
swallowing who visited our hospital from
January 2014 to December 2014 were included.
All those cases underwent digital barium meal

2264

radiography and gastroscopy. Then, features of
the two examinations were summarized and the
results were compared with histopathological
biopsy results.

RESULTS: Of the 123 cases, 80 were diagnosed with
early esophageal cancer by histopathological
biopsy. Both digital barium meal radiography
and gastroscopy had good consistency with
histopathological biopsy results (Kappa = 0.622,
0.688, P < 0.05 for both). The sensitivity and
specificity of digital barium meal radiography
in diagnosing early esophageal cancer were
93.8% and 65.1%, which were comparable
to those of gastroscopy (92.5% and 74.4%,
respectively; P > 0.05 for both).

CONCLUSION: Both digital barium meal
radiography and gastroscopy have good
application value in diagnosing early esophageal
cancer, which have good consistency with
histopathological biopsy results and a high
sensitivity. Clinically, appropriate examination
should be selected according to patients” actual
conditions.

© 2015 Baishideng Publishing Group Inc. All rights
reserved.
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