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Abstract

Linifanib achieves the antitumor activity by
inhibiting all vascular endothelial growth
factor receptors and platelet-derived growth
factor receptors. We aim to review the
findings of clinical trials of linifanib for the
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treatment of hepatocellular carcinoma (HCC).
Several phase I clinical trials have confirmed
the safety of linifanib in patients with solid
malignancy. One phase II clinical trial has
shown the clinical efficacy of linifanib alone
for the treatment of HCC. Recently, a phase
[l randomized controlled trial showed that,
compared with sorafenib, linifanib cannot
significantly improve the overall survival
of HCC patients. Thus, linifanib is not
recommended as the first-line therapy for
advanced HCC. However, because linifanib
could significantly prolong the time-to-
progression and progression-free survival
time and increase the objective response rate,
future studies might be necessary to explore
the clinical utility of linifanib as a second-line
therapy for advanced HCC.

© 2015 Baishideng Publishing Group Inc. All rights
reserved.
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