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Abstract

The development of laparoscopic hepatectomy
is rapid in recent years. Preliminary clinical
studies have shown that the postoperative
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morbidity of laparoscopic hepatectomy has
no significant difference compared with open
hepatectomy. Laparoscopic hepatectomy has
many advantages such as minimal invasiveness,
faster recovery and less impairment to immune
function. Both the short- and long-term effects of
laparoscopic hepatectomy for liver cancer patients
are similar to those of open hepatectomy. There
are still many issues worthy of discussion about
laparoscopic hepatectomy due to the clinical and
pathological features of liver cancer such as how
to evaluate patients’ condition preoperatively,
how to follow the principle of intraoperative non-
tumor touch, how to locate the tumor within the
liver parenchyma, how to optimize the surgical
approach, and how to control bleeding. It is
anticipated that laparoscopic hepatectomy will be
more widely used once these issues are resolved.

© 2015 Baishideng Publishing Group Inc. All rights
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