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Abstract

Numerous studies have found that NADPH
oxidase (NOX) plays a key role in the development
of hepatic fibrosis. The activation of NOX in
hepatic stellate cells (HSCs) is followed by
production of reactive oxygen species and
activation of PI3K/ Akt and P38MAPK signaling
pathways, which in turn causes the excessive
expression of type I collagen and its deposition
in the liver. Ursolic acid (UA) is a Chinese herbal
monomer that widely exists in multiple medicinal
plants. Studies have found that UA markedly
ameliorates liver fibrosis in experimental animals,
and reduces hepatocyte necrosis. In this paper,
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we review the recent advances in understanding
the antifibrotic effect of UA in the liver and the
related mechanisms.

© 2015 Baishideng Publishing Group Inc. All rights
reserved.
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