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Abstract

The 5-hydroxytryptamine (serotonin, or
5-HT) signaling system plays a key role in the
gastrointestinal tract. There have been many
studies on the 5-HT signaling system involved
in the gastrointestinal tract. This article reviews
the recent advances in the knowledge of 5-HT
signaling pathways in the gastrointestinal tract,
including 5-HT receptor types and subtypes,
their distribution in the gastrointestinal tract,
physiological and pathological roles of the
5-HT signal system in the gastrointestinal tract,
and the change of the 5-HT signal pathway in
the gastrointestinal tract. On the basis of the
understanding of the above knowledge, we
discuss how acupuncture and moxibustion
regulate gastrointestinal diseases, especially IBS,
through the 5-HT signal system.

© 2015 Baishideng Publishing Group Inc. All rights
reserved.
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