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Abstract

AIM: To reveal the mechanism by which
acupuncture treatment promotes gastroin-
testinal function recovery in acute abdomen
disease.

METHODS: Forty SD rats were randomly

3894

divided into five groups. Rats in the normal
group were not given any surgery or treatment,
and rats in other four groups (1- and 2-day
model groups and 1- and 2-day treatment
groups) were given an operation to obstruct
the ileum by thread ligation. The two treatment
groups were given acupuncture at Zusanli and
Yanglingquan acupoints. Serum levels of tumor
necrosis factor-a (TNF-a) and interleukin-6
(IL-6) were compared between different groups,
and the rate of small intestinal transit was also
compared.

RESULTS: Serum concentrations of TNF-o and
IL-6 differed significantly between the 1-day
acupuncture group and 1-day model group, as
well as between the 2-day acupuncture group
and 2-day model group, although there was
no significant difference between the 1- and
2-day acupuncture groups. The rate of small
intestinal transit differed significantly between
the 1-day acupuncture group and 1-day model
group, between the 2-day acupuncture group
and 2-day model group, as well as between the
1- and 2-day acupuncture groups.

CONCLUSION: Acupuncture at Zusanli and
Yanglingquan acupoints can increase serum
levels of TNF-a and IL-6 and the rate of small
intestinal transit in rats with incomplete
intestinal obstruction.

© 2015 Baishideng Publishing Group Inc. All rights
reserved.
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