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Abstract

AIM: To investigate the clinicopathologic
significance of microRNA-133b expression in
esophageal squamous cell carcinoma (ESCC).

4242

METHODS: Quantitative real-time PCR was
used to quantify miR-133b expression in 63
pairs of ESCC tissues and matched normal
esophageal tissues. The association of miR-
133b expression with the clinicopathologic
features was then evaluated.

RESULTS: The expression of miR-133b was
significantly downregulated in ESCC tissue
samples compared to matched normal tissues
(P < 0.05). MiR-133b was highly expressed in
ESCC with a low pathological grade (I-II) but
markedly decreased in grade III tumors (P
< 0.001). In addition, the expression of miR-
133b between patients with TNM stages I-1I
and those with stage III ESCC was statistically
significant (P < 0.001).

CONCLUSION: The expression of miR-133b
is closely related to the development and
progression of ESCC. MiR-133b may act as a
prognostic marker for this widespread disease.

© 2015 Baishideng Publishing Group Inc. All rights
reserved.
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