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Abstract

The neural cell adhesion molecule contactin-1
(CNTN1), first identified as a member of the
contactin subpopulation of the immunoglobulin
superfamily, is associated with many other
cell surface proteins expressed on a variety
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of neurocytes, contributing to their functions
and maturation. It has been recently found
that the abnormal expression of CNTN1 has
a close correlation with tumor initiation,
development, invasiveness, metastasis and
prognosis. The acquired metastatic ability of
malignant tumors is caused by a population of
cancer cells with the capacities of invasiveness,
metastasis, adherence and proliferation, in
which abnormal gene expression may play
an important role. This review focuses on the
current advances in research of CNTN1 in the
nerve system, and mainly in the malignant
tumors, with an aim to provide new clues to
clinical prevention, diagnosis and treatment of
these malignancies.

© 2015 Baishideng Publishing Group Inc. All rights
reserved.
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