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Abstract

Short open reading frames (sORFs) are a
common feature of genomes of human and
other species, but their coding potential remains
unknown. Innovations in proteomics and high-
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throughput analyses of translation start sites
have resulted in the identification of hundreds
of putative coding sORFs, and some of them
have been verified to be able to translated into
short peptides (<100 amino acids). Moreover,
recent findings reveal their diverse functions
in various biological processes including
development and differentiation. This review
discusses the translation, identification and
biological function of short peptides.

© 2015 Baishideng Publishing Group Inc. All rights
reserved.
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AR Fa ot At ey KRB F 54 TF3H
% #E(small open reading frame, sORF), {2if
F 3t Tik £sORFsA & LA % ik 1 iE |
AT Sn. [ H & O LS Fo i 2 80 IF ALY
I xR, ME BT Lat
SORFs, 3 P —3f o4k i 52 A A #iFat ), T
A KEE100/ R IK R 5R K 0942 Ik (short
peptides, SEPs). 145k 49 5 50 K A A2 AR AE &
B oNFAEMFERT AR TR A
LA LMESEPstydiFd A2, ST kA
T hg.
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SRHEIR]: SERK; NTF L IRAE; JESMAIRNA

1Z%FRIR: £k (short peptides) & W 4249 /) T3k
P% i 4E (small open reading frame)® 5 4 m& 49 Ik
4, KE S E100M LB T. AKX S 2
AK, M 2] LA AW F ARG LK, 3T H

MTHAEARESFDBERGELELRE T H
WMELAC.
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NS HE PR 21 Rl 45 7 N 2 B 2 36 A 3042 T
e EIL P E AR R A2 0N AR, S
BT 1.5%", ORI R A /E KRR
EgmidIX. B o i 22 AR FIDN AT AR
F5(encycl-opedia of DNA elements, ENCODE)1
Rl B FE R E NS EE R 4L i BT Dhse koo,
SRR NFIER AL RL 47 76% DN A
Fr BT DAY B S, 18 o X e S R A R AT 4y
A R TS 5 B s 77 ) M v R ) T ) 5 HE
(short open reading frames, SORFs), F&7~AthAI 1A
RE g i (M IR B, IR I T4 SRR, A
il N A SR Ry v b /B NS S a U E
SORF 1] &35 fIk(short peptides, SEPs)™**, I A
HHYEThRE.

1 SEPSf&ifNT

SEPs/ZE ImRNAEIESi RN A(non coding
RNA, ncRNA)_fJsORFHEIFA B H 41k, &K
FEZAE1004 2 1R LA UL B AR B )
SEP{UA 64N LR 5, £ FS-Hrt F i
PR B F2 (A doMetDC)mR N A [ 55, 388 it i B
mRNA b [FAZ A A3k 1T 40 1) R I O R F I 2,
Pk AdoMetDCIHFRIE KT, M1 ShE Y
12 fictr .

1.1 SEPs# =4 sORFERKY FHyfr 8 %
FRZ R, AT LA T2 A 4a i B I m RN A 53
JE#HI% X (5" untranslated region, 5'UTR)™ ",
3UTRXY, 805 L AIORFE & 5 4 &
B g FAEEAMGHIRNA B A7
FmRNA S'UTRIX IsORFsth# kK L
ORF(upstream ORF, uORF)"". H 1 I i
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BR =

TR FRuORF sHl %= A SEPsHIILFE! ) — Al
FRONE S B A (re-initiation), HHEK40S /)N
A MAmRN A 15" F 2 & 1711 1 25 M 4R
B, RS UTRIX A7/EuORF, 408/ H: 454
FluORFIE IR Z ML+ |, Hit—P H60SK
W45, BEuORFIIEIE, £ RSEPs. 4
UORFEIIELS G, KW IS5 /NI,
WA 5 mRNALE & 4k 482 m) 3 o 9 4, 4
BE T —/NMERAFEN T, BREEE. 5—
MERNB R AR (leaky scanning), %
BEAR40S /)N 7 J M S FR 3 19 4 Il - 45 14 T 4
A, — &85 i L/EuORFHIE I %10+ L
560SKIEH: 454 JH shuORFIEI 1R, — B4
| Z#uORFHIE A %10+, 4421663 T if
ORFIJRIAE G FAb, E60S KW I L& JH 3
ORF ) # i,

IR DL B RS A AT DA B u O R F s Bl 1%
SEPsHIIIRE, (HIEMRAL T mRNAK3'UTR
X 85 CHIORFE & 84> B & sORF sz
Wl FH R SEPsY. A — M BRI IA A ATR
oA 45 2 e s AR, B TN OE I R
AR L9952 il R K 562 H %5 & Hi NS EPs,
DEDD2-SEPFIH2AFx-SEP, 1H 414 K54 K
ImRN A ve [ B R IR B AR 5, 2RIIFARE
IE R RIKSEPs, 1M 24 o b 5"y i 2k 35 4 5 41 1)
ORI, AT LLIE R RIA. $27"DEDD2-SEPA!
H2AFx-SEP# tH H Ath B 478 UM mRN A B 1%
AL R, XA SR A B T AE 5 g iR 2R — 3 4 T
H, A1 F 2wt ¥ % (coding sequence, CDS)IX
SORFHUAL R 1 5E1w 5" ) 55— NORF, A% M4
IS S A X P 4 M mRN AR RE R
1% H SEP.

1.2 SEPsf& A 3F 22 g e 44 % 251 WL A% BE Ak
E 43T (ribosome profiling) &I, /N RAEAR T
4 o (1) s OR F s 2945% [ FH 22 stk o 25
TAUG, HAR60% M {H H E2 ke 46 % 85 1,
FEHRNSAUGHIRIEF T, ICUG.

GUGZ, 5 T i sORFs[1140%, HARsORFsI{#
FAEAUGHE IR %011, X o2 s 4 8y
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JF B, AnfEKS624H i H %5 58 [JFRAT2-SEP
L NIEA MACG. T 4ACG
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3 PRI ACGR MG F IS T MsORFsHIH
BRI T S AU T sORFs! . A5 5
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—FELE NN, sORFsHIIES St in 2 70 7k
B T# 3 FmRNAKIRNAZ# 4", HIZERNAZH
HEVERR, BRI S ST AUG
w1 R I E (U) 6 45 B IR E (C), A 40 SR 46
T HE AR N RIVE I AR UG, T T %
SORFsIHEI TR, (5 H A 140 B B2 1) L 30IE
P8 7R s ORF s Ji 4 A9 1 1] R AL RN A% 4.
AR (R 78 T LLJE I 3 IR B 2 S5 RN A 48
IR, SR M X SORFs i 2.

HF 22, XsORFs5 HALIT JORFs

LB, ZH BT 2R T, A [F Rk
PIFPER . BTN A R GRS IR R FRA T2
ORF Jz H Fi#JuORF(ERIA B IKFRAT2-SEP)
I C 43 HN L c-myc K Flaghn 2, 2 pi fb
FRAEMFRAT2 cDNA b FE 3 FRIE Ak, 7T LAF
S W0 21 25 PR AR 2 I A R B R, PR
FRAT2 mRNA A XU 2 77,
1.3 SEPs#94% 5 #= SEPsTEAFMFhip B AT —
SEFIRST . SlavofPEE! EK 56241 bk Hh 4 5
T90/NSEPs, J-{E2980 I FLah 4 4 A At A1 11
R PE, KILSEPsHIRSFHE & T & T, KT
CLA R A gnig [N, B ThRERISEPs{Rr 14
B . e L7 SR % AL (¥ SEPs-Tal peptides
ERERE R EES T, Mo bR
B RREL R I T HREYY. Ak, SEPsHIfR
SPPE S HAKEA O, Aspden PR IESEPsI)
KANKABAT I N, — IR IISEPs, (5
SEPs(83%, £ N80 M ARk EE, 5O HE
FL A AL B R R AR S, e T
B REE k. 57— B ISEPs, TESEPs
HET o BRI/, ZR20 N R IR IR 3L, K2
FHmMRNAIS'UTRIX =42, (RSP, BHERAL
RABAK.

SRR G AT I R 45 F B KI SE P s 7E 41 M
P P40 P 2 7. Wn/EHEK293T. MEF
FCOSTEE3Fh 4l i 135 & B, DEDD2-SEPE A7
TR 7, i Finc RN A-pncr003:2LEH 1%
H i) P # SEPs-sarcolamban A fllsarcolamban B,
SENLT WLAIM LS M _E, JATCa® i@ s AL
P4, I BAEEHESI AN ARG HES P h & A
A3 55 = R 2,

2 THsE S ESEPSEVE
H Al Y15 B 2 07 3 1500 s OR F s ¥ B 7T ik
WERIZ N B, 2 R T E &R ORF
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BT S 4RI E M sORFs. & H I B #x 14+-
sORFfinder™. HAItORF™. uPEPperoni™
S GA, o BT BRI R AURRAE, N4 ke
GRS BIRL b L BRI BB
THFH. ZRBERES . BT ik,
W TR 2 A T H 1 X 0 A e B PR i
sORFs!"". HF R~ MEREMIsORF s ko
HHEE LAY =T RE, B sORF s fi
SEPE R AT DAAE AsORFsA& 75 B A B 3= Ak Th g
PESEPHIZ %,

K pE AR B 73 AT (ribosome profiling) & —
i DL i EDN AW 57 9 FR Ak i BOR, AT RLAE
AL S AT P R IsORFs. L0 B2 22 H
RN 25 K (puromycin) Kb R A MY, 5% M A& A
mRNA FfEE, SEREELERZ L, FRE5E
2R AL T, AR PR AR AR R B T R R
G475, FEHRNABER AR 520K 455 IIRNA
B, 57 B AT B A B RN A J5 2R 4718 B2
7, 195 HAT B AL I mRN AR IXFhR A
HIARIAAE T L FARIE B R AH B rH R4, 7T LK
BUBTsORFs. Jf HIER R A2 T I 5L #
BEEIA T FAL I SR A %, Re Al
A s i U (B TR AR R T
AL, B R EIAMEGHE T2, m
HYr 2 %0k 45 & 2ImRNAJG F-A R 46 8 2,
M AR PR, 75 456 AR5 B a5 T ik
B E G,

T MO R ISEPs ¥ € T A
PR 4% E132E (epitope-tagged detection)””. i%
TIER R B ARSI B B A B H i EE B
2 3 as 1 B, 2 H R R IR AR,
TERR He i il o A B EARAE, 51 A el
it (Western blot)BI A 2 5€ H £ K2 75 b
E AP, ZI7VEE A LU SLuORF 5 FiifORF
LRI, BRI AN 15 AT B A BISEPs
AAE L, EHE DA ey 30 R e A1 48 E R AASEPsH
sORFs, 1& M THF 7/ & (sORFs & H A& TE K
AT e .

HHEE WA T % EsORFsH#ll R 1)
SEPs™. B¢ | N B sk 4L N & A
FEIE R — € W A, whn] Lo i f vk 7y B 45
HE S E, 75 E B i R S A e H
O SERR LT, I a3k — 25 HE SR L B A A R
Fr 4. # R B 5T 1 4 5 7 vk A2 0 W5 I H
R IDR DT 1. ER IBK 5 B 4 R T D B R
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R R T, RAEFEE RS EE.
SkarshewskiZ& ™l id i% 5 1A EK 56241 i Fh 43
A% E T 2 ISEPs. 5 H T4 i P9 SEPs
e, HFEEBIK, £0BAaE L%t
B G AR I, IRAMEAS BIA R T B, TR 4
5E SEPs I AL 757 1t — 25 A Ak A it

3 SEPsBV{EFEHNHI
HRAESEPs 1) & A7 ol LUK I A 2. 3 —2K
S H A A PN T S S K ) B R A n T
MR IIFLIK. 55 K515 2 K8k e A 2R T A
Jo RN e IR AR, 0T ABH i 43 B 40
A, 8 5 a0 R B T2 AH EAE R, A
SESHMES. 5 - KSEPsHsORFsH 1M
K, NS5 K, B3 58 K5 B A R A
RIEEDIRE. CA WL, SEPsAT U
HAEH 7 AR AU ORFIKBI 250K, M
SR (A N a4,
HIFTIR IFR AT2-SEP, th i i i 2 1] 85 (AL 1
0 R HFORFHIFN IR, ZUHISEPsIE 5 A
KSAMDCIH N F fjuORF, MR iLHISEPsK6
MNEIEIRIRIE, W5 2 s, s TUFORF
FIREE. A S0 R IE SEPsE T e A F 5
A1) FAth 358 R ) S BRI R0, nTE N
R DIIASSI-SEP, K44NMNFIEIRRIE, e
XA SS I A KIE; &F 5 AMEPHX1
RN SEPs, 7 4K 17 /1261 2 B R bk
He, AR 3E I R R A A SR A
EPHX1 (1% .

HF 2% e ANKSEPsH, A2 — &1
SR AL T-5'UTRAIsORFsEH 1 1M 55, Rt
H A % u ORFZE I SEP sHf 7t 75 5 IR A,
W FLENYIB2'E IR R ZAmRNA FAFAE—
ANUORF, BERHE K 194N 5 5 1% Tk 222 0 46 K,
% HNBUP. ¥BUPRIEH L FAUGREN
CTTE, RIP2HE LAREKZRAECOS-740
(R IE IR L B A B i 1.5 [RIINF, FEAA b
FI N T4 BB UPAL 2 41 A Ji5 th g 1A 240 1
RCFEET IR FTN G A G R A R Tk T I
EHEHMPMRNA BRI —AEH 250 %011
uORF, 1ZuORFfg# ik 2 R & A4 30 i) T i
ORF [ 35,

4 SEPSENAH)SAIHAE
HAar AMIXTSEPsThEER T £ R ERERE. B
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BR % SR RRERE

LR W E /R SR TN D E B R Sl DL 13
W, SEPsHl LU B SR A M
A RA A HES Y E B LCA 51. A
AW X R fftarsal-less (tal) peptidesf)
WFFEIBNIRAN ), A 5 i Inagaki &5 7E 3
L DR 4H A R B, Tal peptides 2 % 35 K £ 1]
Bl HEncRNA, Fifij5Galindo% ™ R I % 4k
K £ 47101~sORFs, BRsORF5SAHI#, HAh9
A~sORFsH] DARH R 2 5 11-3 24 S FE IR i At
ALk, JF HsORF1-4 BA B E TR 7Pk, AT LA
PhSL B PR, MsORF6-107] LARE B PR EA B
AEWDEE. WF N 52 K Bl Tal peptides At 15 {2 i3k
Ovo/Svba I HFR Jk dim e s A S ) K e, A
Ovo/Svb M i) DA 728 g s s A 7,
TS T 5 R Wminiature Mshavenoid
ik, (e ik MY R B B A IR
KB Tal peptidesn] DL ik 4 ffa [a] B 51 28 1
28 i 00 2 B 45 I 40 L ) 6 348 A 5 T A <08
LA, 75— Mol J&sarcolamban AR
sarcolamban B, H1Magny“5™ 1 Y 7E F i 0 L
AN R I, K28 29N R S R ik 2, fih
ATV T T LR 9 P Ca® R TR M O UL
Ji s 4.

FEREY) b 2L /D IRFE R YT 35 R A i
FE oy v B A 17, o UL R T 4 AR
K H L IPOLARIS(PLS)H: A I mRNA
EAH—/sORF, A —ME36 2
i 5k 55 (1 K, 7EPL S bk vh il R A IX Fh
LK AT DA TR 52 400 e T A R AR R R, (ML
WA R B AR R AR TR S K E R IR
B Rotundifolial(ROT4). Brickl(Brkl).
Enod40" %%

HHIAE TSR ok /N IR B BIE 7t e 22,
HOEE T L AFEM IR /ME.
Anderson®E IR IL T — A4 EIETR 1/
JKMLN, A a] 5 4 53 9 _E (85 S SER CA %Y 57
Mg &, MHISERCAKF Ca> BN T M, M
VR B LS. B, Lee®S 58 KL,
LRI 1A 12S rRNAZ A 4 16> S HE R ) K
MOTS-c(mitochondrial open reading frame of
the 12S rRNA-c) A i 3¢ Folate-AICAR-AMPK
T B R B R, 4R AR A i
4b, & SEPs 55 (I 78 B A7 Hi &,
TE 1451 6 A B 7R P i R0 6 e DN A ST P
A% B — N5 24 S B IR T B X SEP, i 44
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mi2REE

SEPs#y & I T £E
REGKFELEY
R, MAEA
f13N 4R B, @ e
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BRI RAALAZ
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[P e R
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F, THREAR
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WM BRI 7).

5 18
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WEZ R AN T2 5 T A S sl i
V445, timicroRNA, IncRNAZE. SEPs/{ KB
5 72 £ 7K P b BEr SR, At A AT 2,
9B AR AE BN T SR IRF AU 2 “ TR
wE”, mMEAAEYER XM IRetE ST, i
ATTA] BEAE N R AR i i B SO () R AR R R
Py 1 LA (1
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FEARMRNA-seq )24 ik, A8k 9040 i N
KB ISEPs BN T RE. R A A {5 B2
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SR IX L6 BT SE P s 1 A2 9 2 Th e 340 28 o 13 1 .
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