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Abstract

Non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs
(NSAIDs) have anti-inflammatory, anti-
pyretic and analgesic properties and have been
widely used in clinical practice; however, they
can cause cytotoxicity in the gastrointestinal
tract, especially in the intestine. The injurious
effects of NSAIDs on the small intestine
occur frequently and can lead to severe
clinical outcomes. A multifactorial etiology is
involved in the pathogenesis of these lesions.
Current studies found that, in addition to the
suppression of cyclooxygenase activity, several
factors including enterobacterial invasion,
neutrophil migration, enterohepatic cycling of
NSAIDs, bile and mitochondrial injury have
been implicated in the pathogenesis of these
lesions. This article reviews the mechanisms
and therapeutic strategies in NSAIDs induced
intestinal injury.

© 2015 Baishideng Publishing Group Inc. All rights
reserved.
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