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Abstract

Colorectal cancer is a common malignant
tumor of the digestive system. In recent
years, the morbidity and mortality of
colorectal cancer in China have been rising
continuously, causing heavy medical burden;
however, the exact etiology is still unknown.
Therefore, there is an urgent need to elucidate
the etiology and pathogenesis of colorectal
cancer to promote early prevention, effective
screening and targeted therapy. At present,
the research on the correlation between
intestinal flora and colorectal cancer is being
deepened constantly. Defensins, mediating
interaction between intestinal flora and the
intestinal mucosa, have attracted more and
more attention because of their potential
role in the development of colorectal cancer.
Here we briefly introduce human intestinal
flora and defensins, review new advances in
our understanding of their role in colorectal
carcinogenesis and the possible mechanism,
and preliminarily explore their mutual
interaction.
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