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Abstract

Brain-derived neurotrophic factor is a kind
of neurotrophic substance. In recent years,
besides the central nervous system, brain-
derived neurotrophic factor was also found to
be expressed abundantly in the gastrointestinal
tract, and it plays an important role in the
development of the enteric nervous system
and in regulating intestinal motility and
visceral sensitivity. In this article, we review
the role of brain-derived neurotrophic factor
in the intestinal tract, and discuss its possible
role in the pathogenesis of irritable bowel
syndrome, with an aim to provide new ideas
for clinical treatment of gastrointestinal
diseases.

© 2015 Baishideng Publishing Group Inc. All rights
reserved.
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