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Abstract

AIM: To investigate whether preoperative
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embolization with lipiodol can increase the
rate of ablation for primary hepatic carcinoma.

METHODS: A retrospective analysis was
performed of 85 patients with primary liver
cancer, including 45 patients treated by
hepatic arterial embolization (TAE) plus
radiofrequency ablation (RFA) (group A) and
40 patients treated by RFA only (group B).
We compared tumor ablation rates between
the two groups and analyzed whether
preoperative embolization with lipiodol can
effectively improve the ablation rate.

RESULTS: Tumor ablation rate in group A
was 84.4%, significantly higher than that of
group B (57.5%). Tumor residual rate was
significantly lower in group A than in group
B (8.9% vs 35.0%, P < 0.05). For single tumors
with a diameter < 3 ¢m, ablation rate in
group A was 93.3% (14/15), which was not
significantly different from that of group B
[92.3% (12/13), P > 0.05]. But for multiple
tumors and/or tumors with a diameter
between 3-5 cm, ablation rate was significantly
higher in group A than in group B [80% (24/30)
vs40.7% (11/27), P < 0.05].

CONCLUSION: Preoperative embolization
with lipiodol can improve the ablation rates
for multiple tumors and/or tumors with a
diameter between 3-5 cm.

© 2015 Baishideng Publishing Group Inc. All rights
reserved.
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