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Abstract

AIM: To investigate the clinical significance of
serum carbohydrate antigen 72-4 (CA72-4) in
patients with digestive system cancers.

METHODS: Serum CA72-4 levels were
determined in 310 patients with digestive system
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cancers (including 52 with liver cancer, 36 with
esophageal cancer, 50 with pancreatic cancer, 35
with bile duct carcinoma, 74 with gastric cancer
and 63 with colon cancer) and 50 patients with
benign lesions by electrochemiluminescence
immunoassay.

RESULTS: The positive rate of CA72-4 was
21.15% in the liver cancer group, 27.78% in
the esophageal cancer group, 36.00% in the
pancreatic cancer group, 37.14% in the bile duct
carcinoma group, 51.35% in the gastric cancer
group, and 61.90% in the colorectal cancer
group. The levels of serum CA72-4 in digestive
system cancer patients were significantly higher
than those in patients with benign lesions.

CONCLUSION: Serum CA72-4 has a higher
positive rate in patients with digestive system
cancers, especially in those with gastric cancer
and colon cancer, and it has important value to
differentiate benign and malignancy digestive
tumors.

© 2015 Baishideng Publishing Group Inc. All rights
reserved.
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