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Abstract

During hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection,
covalently closed circular DNA (cccDNA) acts as
the template for the synthesis of viral RNA and
new virions. Current therapies rarely achieve an
elimination of cccDNA. Biosynthesis of relaxed
circular (RC) DNA by reverse transcription of the
viral pregenomic RNA is now understood quite
well, yet conversion of RC-DNA to cccDNA is still
obscure. Conceptual and recent experimental
data link cccDNA formation to cellular DNA
repair, which is increasingly appreciated as
a critical interface between cells and viruses.
This review aims to summarize current
knowledge on cccDNA molecular biology, to
highlight the experimental restrictions that
have hitherto hampered faster progress and
to discuss cccDNA as a target for potentially
curative therapies for chronic hepatitis B.

© 2016 Baishideng Publishing Group Inc. All rights
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T/ AR L5412 £ R (sodium taurocholate
cotransporting polypeptide, NTCP)#{ 4 & N
HBVAHD VEE AR 524k, fh 5SHBV IR
TH 2, (1 HH AR R A5 2 0 A4 . 7R ix LR
¥ LRk cccDNAR) 4 T F 0t T it e, I
18 Lhecc DNAE AIG YT $E AU R FH i 5.
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HBV AN TAZA T, il o BUEE I
A G IR (relaxed circular, rc)DNA, HAAEER)
SR SHPE AN S S, HBVIBEL R EA
{14 2 8 308 3 5 U A4 L 5 T P 4 4 2k SR
FHELAE AN T 5 4R 7 SR 40 i 3R T, KR A
FIPreS1IX 5NTCP4 &, 7EH Ath )8 Bl1E &
DR~ [ 1 T, A s 2 A A 5 L 1 ik
2. MHBVHENGML)S, ARSI AL
Aoy R, re DN AR EIZ K . 6 iz,
re DN AFEAR S PE 1) & il b [ fkccc DN A,
5, Phecc DN AR 4% 5% = 4 — 2 A 4 i
H KA (pregenomic, pg)RNATE P FIHE A,
peRNAZHBVI# % F AR, 2 5HBV DNA
(52 Ik 72, CARRN A TE H 2% 80 1% 7= AR R T
BE. XEAKCEARASE.

N RAE T AL AR 52 72 AR 5 M R 1
rcDNA. B 5EPHE FH 5pgRNA 5" e 2530 45 14
MG, ZHILFER A B AR R,
SR G PEE AL i e B U EEDN AL TEfREAL
SOREH, PR AR i AR 45 R ) — A I R
BRIENE N Z AR R FEDNASE — ME IR, 45
BRI — AR BE-5'-DNA-BF IR — FaE, -4
FFEIrcDNA S ATE K. 1B DN AR AI3-4
AL R Dhe 2R3 S5 0 4 ) 4 S X O BEAR, B
Ja e B T3 0 [ 7] 5 7 41 1 (direct repeat
1, DRI —AMHICEL 32 R 367, M kabm
peRNABMS UM LE K, 774 — 2% SpgDNA
HAMOUEEDNA. BEEDNAKIA K, KZH
pgRNA#PHE I IRNase HiEH:(—AME7EM
TRIT R SRR AR, RBEPEMFIpgRNA 5'5%
BB JEVE N AR IEBEDN AR 511, e &I,
reDNA, HAFERE K, Sumdtih s 55 PE A, A
FEAT I IEBE 5" IR N A S| MR B, X 2e 454

MR AR EINE A cRN AL 5T 1A
Ja, AN EERHB VG W SE R R R
USRI, #5777 24 re DN A2 53T E N A%,
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MK ccc DNARI . RIS = 408 (1) 55
BOAR A g IR R TR R T )
HB VAL (15T,

15 FH A% SR A0L ) 245 W B4 2 a5 4 o
YRIT FE HBLE R R AR A, X R
cccDNAT] AFE N KRR EEAEERT4F, (HZR
MERS TR AR N ccc DNABUE B 7810, #£
XFWH Vg VIR G2 (1) 138 BATDHB VB 4% 1)
FIE 5T o R Blecc DN AN FF HAZ~33-57 d, 1
R SRR B A BRI, cccDNAR
FFWIA KIS d, (HAE M ccc DN AR LARRS:
FEEEUF . 276 X Lo AR 1IF B TE 18 14 Jk e
cccDNAMB K IAFATE, it FaSZ 2
F UM, coccDNAZF T AWM= EFI 2k 25, FRATT
TEEHE oA ccc DN AL T F A, LA Xt
T HELccc DNANHEL S KR 7 2 JEH BT

1] 7.

2 BEDNAEBEMNFHISErcDNAGIcccDNALL
fpitig

HERZHIEN T, cccDNAEL# HHB VIR 251
KL re DNARARTIOR, FE M AR, 258 Bt
re DNA —SERURE 55 1 (B, 1 28 25 4 .45
1ESU IPER A RMIRNASG| M. IEHEH 4Bk

B R Uit U AR A5 R L o R BB 1 0 IR T
JE HPER FRPAT 0. SR, 76 iR, F
NAsi#IPE A X ccc DNAK 7 4E 58 % H 7
e BN A #4070 R FE RS0, X SR XN A s AN Bl
JTYI 75 - DNA 2 ZE g n] DL 58 X LeiE i 20 3R,

2.1 DNA#Zpuh A 5rcDNABcccDNASE
ey ik ¥ BT PEEHAAERZN-DNA-
WERR —mE g vETE, Rebh BT KPS
reDNAJEAN 255 % 2 BE-DN A- B B2 — s
B, MM HreDNA BBV, X5 9 3 5 1 il
(topoisomerases, TOP)I{E ] /7 :U AL, TOPIE
I TE B (TOP ) EXUEE(TOP2) b ZIR Sk 1 1
DNAEUETEA, LA 5 i B sl 72 v (14
RSN, UIWTDNAE BB R R A7 7R 3T
TE B B R -DN A-BA R — B b, X P46 g
SN AT, fELEDNASE SHT I & Sk B
V&, R iR % 38R ] 3D SN 75 ZEDN AKE 1) 7
AW R S ] R E 2R, CORIR e 2GR
ATUMETOP-DNAIN &) WG n, L& T4
HE LT IDNAYAI#! . MrcDNA I35
BRP AL A LA R SR RA K, 5 B IR A b 2 Bk 4 B
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YEHL; RIFRE, PEE SRR 56 O IESE 2 FRRNA
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Hit, KZ# HrcDNAF|cccDNARIHEZS /& 1
5 EAIMAAT 10, SEBR b, X EeyE SR E T2
DNAE S 155 .

5 DR 2 1) 5 6 A o T LA DR R 1 22

RHEEL, SR AW 52 BIBIR. AMEDNAXUEE
WA F, 1 H A& Fh AR I DNAE T LA
SN ST RN S, AT RE TS SRR R, X Lk
DA 2% 35 SRR T . SR R . SCIC. BER
& DNAIEY. — AN ALl 4n s R n]
REIE Z>10" U S AF, DR AT A 40 B #5
A& R MDNAEE LS|, 72504 LA L4
S FRIRMDN AT S« R AG 5 15 1L 40 i 16 3%
PARAEZ W04, 1EJa 430, 185 R MU H <
FRR TR, R EA S, RN
SHIIZ AR B, T B AN AN RLATX 26 A0 &
G, sl B H, ECE R AN D 4 i B
AL i 5 AR L 3kRT R AT LRI FHDN A
16 RN A A BRI &R, 45018 4E gk N —
AN R 2 W B, FRREWT A T R
I3 B 1) 22 1 OURE DN A JEE D] 28 998 7 = 40 TR )
HREEWT R, WAB 2 Bk, PLAT KT
Anete, PRI E R, Bk s
DN A& S AL H 1) 5 B 28 A4 SR HEPTIX Fh 248
RN AL RRER I XU WL (MR N A 1,
BN, WE BT #rc DN ARV 22 HRAE -t AE % i
KDNAFGEE LR, ST, XX — i A2 1wt
A NINIFF46.
2.2 DNAMZ b A 5rcDNABcccDNASE
by B e P& MR R FErc DN ATESS ) b i
35 R AL & BUBE (5 I S P AR (A AR IR —
PRt L g G, HiER T NSTOPREME &
A ) 8 TR G T B A SR ABL. T 2 4 R T B
R 2 B2 -DN A- B 2 G (tyrosyl-DNA-
phosphodiesterases, TDPs)"XfDNAIN& Y
BHATIEE A, TDP1 3 EAE T3 i
TOPLING, SR, A w722 BoR fh th Ay
SWETE, T RES R E M 5% TDP2IUAE S 4k
SR, R, X PR ER A Mrc DN AR TS
55 () DA R R - PR R B 45 B PR (B 7E
GEVAR

AW FH EATDPREE(N S K
TDP2) ] LA 8 ) —Fh & i i) B A 5 R 1
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RIREE MR Y. /EDHB VP [ th W 52
FIBUE DL, HEDNAFEZ IR S Sh R4,
&, REFEA SR, B fRE 77 4
[IRZ AR 5 ) B IE T DHBVAIHBY reDNA.
KEGERIE S 72 i E Hld 2, TDP24E
N—E EMBMDNABE RN T, GV
reDNA 5" ¥ P [ v 1.

T ZBRPE A ZrcDNARAE NeccDNA
[y o 75 0 B8, B W X AN 3K 95 A B T 8
cccDNAA R FENG. Kk, iR EHl& T —
FiHep G241, ] AAS € KL TDP2%KE 7 1)
shRNA, REBSREA MMHITDP2RILN. K5
X LT D P27 b 40 M A R SR B He p G241 i 43 %)
T YUt s 4 [ B S DHB VIR R PR 4 1 i, 9
Trua¥ 7 & #, FSouthern blottb#ircDNAFA
cccDNA =&, KILFFIKTDP2/K 2 3 1E 2%
rcDNA[TlcceDNAREAREE, SR, FeZPi4iam
HE NrcDNAFlccc DN A ) # i 7K 7 Fi E 45l 76 2=
A, KW cce DN A=Az T DL ZE IR {H AN RE B
RELIT. % 1hbs B W0 P A B A2 TR R (1) /> BT D P24
SRATLLibre DNAME N AL S, H ZcccDNA
TE R 1) 33 5 ) S B ARG, AT, X S R I A —
T AT R I BEAR SRR RE, AR I AR AE M)
DN AME S 1) TL AL AT LR FE B A8 AE
X T TOPR M E &M H &R, BB
WP A LA 52 [RTDP A Sk 517, B,
ETDP2REFR M, reDNA W] 4 55 B 2 P A
1265, HEMHEAE NeccDNA, W2 #6281 FEAr
&7.

3 BlcccDNANEERBYHIHBVEYS RIS
cccDNAJh I FEAE R HB VT 42 IR 4L i AR IR,
H AT 697 3 R S BRHB YV, H L
cccDNAJYHE 2 (17 V52 — R f sk ms, AAFH
Wi HL = A . T R LA R DR L ST ) i
MI1E A LA T T FL & AT TR 2 5505,
g7 — et R,

3.1 #&# MrcDNABIcccDNAR % BIAT %t
BHERTDP2LL L KB HAh 2 S5rc DN AJA
cccDNAREAR 1) 15 3 K 26 T BE RN IRTT #E AT,
kI AN ik A2 % 0] PABH 1Ecce DN AV T BX.
AN FTES AT LA R, B EZ ) f2ecccDNA
FEAAEEME R, B A0 K, 83
sEcccDNATEAWI BT, X TR ZAEF A LR
WAL HAcccDNAST T frig, ITEE KXk
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AN E G F L. A% EcccDNATE T,
N rc DNAKEAS fliccc DN A HUZ X W] U I Gyt
1EH, a2 1y, A K2, fEmseEgs 71K
FIEHBV I ARG/ R, FBEWTHB VAR
2 Myrcludex BIGYT I, AMYBH Lk 14 75/
e AR, 36T GEAIH] R G4 N rcDNA
M 448 cccDNA, F 8 cccDNA I % & T0 I o 1
2% BRI IRcce DN A M Sk & il mT B ZE,
X2 BUA 7 AR I R IR SE.

5 AR R LA DNARRE B T
DR YT HE RUAT RESE R AE 340 DN A 17 15
82, XEE RGEMITCRBA MM, —J7m,
fErcDNAJA]cccDNAFAZR )i A2, PAR AT RE
DAAS [R] RO H L B R e, L BT G o ) — A i i I
ANBEFZM cceDNATE G A, TUARMLSIHE V2
B, TReR— S s CHE, H
16 40 It A HoAh & AL, AT AS 32 5200
XFELGEHEW R EFERER, Wit s
g 77 22, i, 3@k RN AF-Prak sk () 5 K
HEBRBOR, T M E PR, Flan, —A
AT A 78R B /N5y F 1] AT Hiccc DN AT L,
U FLALI A B2,

AN — A7 1B TE Bic c c DN AJth 1) 55 1 2
FHiErcDNAZIAAHMIRZ. H TSR EZAK
72, WVFIELERE R ¥ 1) A 5% (1 25 P e B
WicceDNAMF=APY, 838 H % S 413 K55
EANEUN SRS 7 2, B o i A B 1)
AT B SERIEIR, BRI a2
Frc DNAREABEIE NI A%, I HL T e bk i
HIDN AN #5 4076 F5 G M P-A M P& g 300 1),
BEM S TR ES TINGHF 5 G = 1T
P N T R ROX AP R G0 fE R HBY
()30 3 s R AEAERZ AR FE N IR I S Rl 2 —, FF HL
re DN A7 B4 58 8 (A% A 7o 5 12 B A i iz,
SR, BLA McceDNAJMANAY 5Zccc DNA B BT 5
X AN
3.2 IR IE 69 cccDNA F25E flccc DNAZKFHY
T2 AR 5 R AT E, RGP 1k A
HcccDNA, AL AR &I FRIA cccDNAR] g
sefx AR TV, AATA A R, —
FERAHBV SRR QL S T 1T R, AR
BRI /rcccDNA, 5 A H AN T
Rz

B cccDNAR M7, H—
ST MR IN LT B A fifcccDN AR 4H A, 48
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mel % g 5

ALK LLSHF
oy AT bk, 4
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EaTrEYFH
@O, &4
T %A A F B
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W5 TR IR,
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Je ARG A AR, 53— AR 40 i T v
FRcceDNA, 7EFIH HaX my AN B [F] A2 72, (H
FHXTDTEREEA 2 X 47, X2 TS 5MR RS
HARAEZ VP AL, XL R R A4 FE40 5 R
FEHF cccDNAAE 75 LU U] FECEE N B A 1
A% ; A cccDNAZIAIAH A cccDNA
S0 BRI T A B, DL R ccc DN ARG SKIE 1 152
Wi AN 5 TR 2 R AT HR T S 22 775 o 24 P P RV
Ir TR AL B BRI A, TR
UM 7 AT Re e T A, RE WY
MIMLEE AN B . —ASBHE M P BoR: &
FI B ) TF N-ou B 3 240 ik 0 5 3R -p 244, w]
P EJHAPOBEC3A(apolipoprotein B mRNA
editing enzyme, catalytic polypeptide-like 3A)
M#I&, fEH TDNAfBEf 2 23k, B
FrcccDNA e RV, TS e B i,
— AT, FES R G R SR, TLR-7¥
FI7GS-96201 FIE FRHB VB 40", X
MR TS R AR A A 8 L
HilBEccc DNARIA o 1, 5] NVER I AE—
HEAE L T coc DN AV PR 21— i F8 B2 mh A P ek
BB RT BE S B T ccc DNA FA 3k s FIT 4 g, 8%
¥, cccDNA H & 1) — AN FR R, 5] a0 5
1o Geth T Il — S AR I R 5. BlE, B
L6375 Fece DN AFEME I AR H AR T BT BLes kit
fFlcccDNAMA 1 .
NTEBRNU MR R &4 et [
ccc DN AR S HIBEFE 254, SR, K& i ] Rk
WA, H SRR B T cccDN AR
12, BrAEHEH cccDNA 1) 40 H REAH 47 = B,
22 Tl 0 5 AP 356 8 B i B 40 L, AR ik
DN ARG 7E P 1 B8 2505 R BE X 40 B Dl e
i B AH S RE R, G I 2 1E W7 22 3508 K 40
AAERIE DL . B4, AEFRIVE R & & RSt (non-
homologous end-joining, NHEJ)/ & & W%
DNAWIRZE Z) 451, s E 4S8R %
fhicccDNAK A HE . R EE )2, HAnkA
1B FEAEE — AN B N rc DN A 8 2 G fa 52 i
cccDNAPERLZE. 1 FRcccDNAIL 75 3T
BRI, A AR 25 B R A e HoAh 1) 5
g, AR IERE . R (RNAL RNATHEAT
EESIE S
3.3 B cccDNAK) 4% F & dx ORI 2 [1)1E
i 2 W ccc DN A I e 5735 W 52 3 LB A% 5 1,
DR stk 1) FEY 200 b £ 2 0388 44 2% L ) 214 T R ot
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cccDNAHEAT D e K, R A BETEFRcccDNA.
BLALAT 57 7RI F N-alphaif J7 & — P il RE ik
P S A, HBXA] Rt — /NP #E 10 B2
YIRE A, BORZEHB VEE N SRR3R Y, Al -F-
&R AL 5 il ccc DN A I % 35 FIT i 75 191
B L] o> 2%, O S HBxAH EAE )
R 2 A 2, AT IR R G T AR DG AN
SE, T FLASE A B 5 40 R B A BEBR 4 HBx
sz DNA#5 45 & & [I(DNA damage-
binding protein, DDB)1" & — 5 A E & A,
DDB1 5HBx & & 0 2 B REGLE /1A W 5L
0, DDB15 b A A DDB21R 7 48 4K 5 3
FIDNAZZME, JETE R —NE3VZ 3 M 5 5 ik
HT N SR Mm 2Ry, HAERINRE, 1€
cccDNASFLERT, i 77 ZHFEEFLIEHB x5 JL 40
JROTC AR A BLAE . Bk, 44 N AE AR i
SEIE M cccDNART, 4H Xt %N T flcccDNA
TR A3 U, DR XA

BT 5 £ LA,
4 g5

cccDNATEHBVRFZE 2K G v 1) 5 B A5 2I0E
SE, BB, R AR PE 2B 58 19T 8 B DAY BR
cccDNAN H¥x, HETER thecccDNAFIFE
i ccc DNARTE R LA S TR % 5 id M55 07
AT T2 25K, B8 7 — @ ke, (A
%t ccc DNARITE ORI FEAEAT R A &2, H AT
4B E R T IR0 R, /Nsh i e pi
B ST A R, X R 3 o B R A
Bi. 1 K cccDNAR AV 2 T AR, R Etk
HBVIE YR HLA G5 R 48 i) b cccDNAY]
- TALEL, DL DNABHTHEAE I H AR, X
BE I KA Bh T B &SI Hb i B ccc DNA,
A 1 2R 5% )R T R S AR AR 1
AT 98 A RE 1R AR I,
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