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Abstract

Liver fibrosis is the excessive accumulation
of extracellular matrix proteins in liver tissue.
Liver fibrosis as the characteristic change of
chronic liver injury has the potential to develop
into liver cirrhosis, liver failure and hepatic
carcinoma, and is considered a devastating
pathologic process. However, recent studies
demonstrate that liver fibrosis is not only
reversible, but also can protect the liver from
acute injury. Currently, the mechanisms of
hepatoprotective effect of liver fibrosis have
become a hot research area, which include
promoted regeneration of the remaining
normal liver cells and apoptotic resistance.
In the present article, we will review the
hepatoprotective effect of liver fibrosis and the
underlying molecular mechanisms, aiming to
provide a theoretical basis for understanding
the pathogenesis of acute-on-chronic liver
failure and provide new therapeutic targets for
this disease.
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