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Abstract

Extranodal NK/T cell lymphoma is a rare
clinical entity. Due to the atypical clinical
manifestations, extranodal NK/T cell
lymphoma is easy to be misdiagnosed.
Herein, we report a male patient who had
been misdiagnosed with appendicitis and
colon cancer with hepatic metastases at other
hospitals. He was admitted to our hospital
due to recurrent abdominal pain. The patient
was initially diagnosed with Crohn’s
disease or lymphoma, after colonoscopic
examination, pathological evaluation and
immunohistochemical study. He was then
given glucocorticoid and mesalazine treatment.
However, his abdominal pain appeared again
after the hormonal level was reduced. After
re-biopsy and immunohistochemistry, he was
finally diagnosed with extranodal NK/T-cell
lymphoma. This case suggests that clinicians
should raise their awareness of this disease,
and it should be diagnosed using multiple
means, among which repeated colonoscopic
biopsy may reduce misdiagnosis and the
preferred method of definite diagnosis is
immunohistochemistry.

© The Author(s) 2016. Published by Baishideng
Publishing Group Inc. All rights reserved.
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