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Abstract

Cirrhotic cardiomyopathy (CCM) is a common
complication of liver cirrhosis. Recent research
found that a blunted inotropic and chronotropic
response to stress, systolic and diastolic
dysfunctions and prolongation of the QT
interval are major reasons for the development
of cardiovascular events under stress conditions
in CCM patients. Myocardial apoptosis,
abnormalities of adrenergic transduction
pathways, gaseous signal molecule imbalance
and derangement of various ion channels are
involved in the development of CCM. The
combination of measurement of BNP, H,S,
electrocardiogram and echocardiography
(resting and stress) is” helpful in the diagnosis
of CCM. Liver transplantation is the only
proven treatment with specific effect on
CCM. Monitoring of cardiac function and
timely treatment in case of severe trauma and
infection are effective measures for preventing
cardiovascular events. Only aldosterone
antagonists have certain effects on CCM.
The clinical efficacy of TCM therapy needs
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to be verified in future studies. New agents,
targeting its pathogenic mechanisms, such as
supplementing exogenous hydrogen sulfide,
may play a role in patients who cannot
undergo liver transplantation.
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