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Abstract

Immunoglobulin A (IgA) vasculitis is a form
of leukocytoclastic vasculitis of small vessels,
clinically characterized by purpuric skin lesions
unrelated to any underlying coagulopathy,
gastrointestinal manifestations, arthritis
and/or arthralgia and renal involvement.
The etiology remains unknown, but various
triggers including infections, vaccination,
drugs and malignancy have been hypothesized
to be associated with the development of
IgA vasculitis. Although the pathogenesis
has not been completely figured out, genetic
predisposition, aberrant glycosylation of the
hinge region of IgA1, activated complements,
cytokines and chemokines were put out to play
important roles in the immunopathogenesis of
IgA vasculitis. Histologically, the infiltration of
small blood vessels with polymorphonuclear
leukocytes and the presence of
leukocytoclasia are typical pathologic findings
in IgA vasculitis. The treatment is usually
supportive, and advanced treatments include
immunosuppressive drugs (glucocorticoids and
immunosuppressive agents), hemopurification
and surgery. The prognosis depends on the age
at the disease onset and the renal involvement
or not.
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