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Abstract

Epithelial-to-mesenchymal transition (EMT)
is a complex physiological and pathological
process in which epithelial cells acquire
mesenchymal characteristics. EMT occurs during
embryogenesis and organ development, wound
healing and organ regeneration, tumor migration
and invasion. In recent years, cholangiocytes
have been shown to undergo EMT in different
cholangiopathies including hepatolithiasis.
Transforming growth factor-g/Smads
signaling is considered the master regulator.
The purpose of this article is to introduce the
concept and type of EMT, summarize recent
advances that support or refute the concept
that cholangiocytes are capable of phenotype
transition of hepaticlithiasis and discuss the
probable mechanism.

© 2016 Baishideng Publishing Group Inc. All rights
reserved.
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