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Abstract

There is a mucus layer on the surface of the
gastrointestinal tract, which is composed of
two mucus layers with different structures and
properties. The inner mucus layer is built by a
network formed by the MUC2. Recent research
on the colonic mucus layer indicates that the
colon is protected by the normal inner mucus
layer so that the commensal bacteria can live
in friendly coexistence with the host. The
damage to the inner mucus layer can cause
its abnormal function, which may explain the
pathogenesis of ulcerative colitis.
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