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Abstract

AIM

To summarize our improvements to the
surgical technique of esophagectomy and
gastric pull-up and explore the diagnosis,
treatment, and prognosis of asymptomatic
anastomotic leakage following this surgical
technique.

METHODS

Clinical data for 62 patients who underwent
esophagectomy and gastric pull-up at Depart-
ment of Thoracic Surgery, Tongji Hospital
between February 2014 and January 2015
were retrospectively reviewed to analyze
the diagnosis, treatment, and prognosis of
asymptomatic anastomotic leakage following
this surgical technique.

RESULTS

Seven (11.3%) patients developed anasto-
motic leakage, of whom five (8.1%) had
asymptomatic anastomotic leakage and 2
had classical anastomotic leakage. The mean
healing time of asymptomatic anastomotic
leakage was 6.4 d, and that of classical anasto-
motic leakage was 14.5 d. All patients were
followed for 6-12 mo, and no anastomotic
stenosis was observed.

CONCLUSION

The presence of asymptomatic anastomotic
leakage with faster healing time reflects the
improvements of the surgical technique of
esophagectomy and gastric pull-up.
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