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Abstract

AlM

To investigate the clinicopathological features
and survival of very elderly patients with
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gastric cancer (GC), and to identify the factors
influencing the survival of these patients.

METHODS

Four hundred and twenty-six GC patients
treated at our hospital from February 2010
to May 2011 were divided into either a very-
elderly age group (n = 82) or a non-very-
elderly age group (n = 344) based on the
age. Clinicopathological data and 1-, 3-, and
5-year survival were compared between the
two groups. Clinical data for very elderly GC
patients were analyzed with the multivariate
COX proportional hazards model to identify
the risk factors for the survival of these
patients.

RESULTS

Age, hypertension, anemia, tumor diameter > 5
cm, well-differentiated tumor and transfusion
ratio were significantly higher in the very-
elderly age group than in the non-very-elderly
age group (P < 0.05). The survival rates at 1, 3
and 5 years were 62.20%, 42.68% and 25.61%,
respectively, for the very-elderly age group,
and 75.00%, 54.94% and 36.34%, respectively,
for the non-very-elderly age group. TNM stage
II-1V, poor differentiation and transfusion were
identified to be independent risk factors for the
survival of very elderly GC patients (P < 0.05).

CONCLUSION

Very elderly patients with GC tend to have
high blood pressure, anemia, large tumor
diameter and high transfusion ratio; however,
poorly differentiated tumors are rare and
the survival status is generally poor in these
patients, perhaps mainly due to gender,
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hypertension, tumor diameter and TNM stage.
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