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Abstract

Intestinal goblet cells originate from intestinal
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basal stem cells, and they acquired their name
for their typical goblet-like appearance. A
goblet cell contains numerous mucus vesicles,
which are composed of mucins. MUC2 is a
kind of important mucin with a special net-
like structure. Goblet cells secrete mucus
to fill intercellular spaces. The mucus layer
makes goblet cells play an important role
in resisting the invasion of internal and
external pathogens into the intestinal mucosa,
especially separating the epithelium from
intestinal bacteria so that commensal bacteria
can friendly coexist with the host. In addition,
goblet cells can participate in immune
regulation. What's more, the defect of goblet
cells and mucin secretion is closely related to
many kinds of intestinal diseases.
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