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Abstract

Esophageal cancer is the eighth most common
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malignancy and the sixth leading cause of
cancer mortality worldwide. Chemotherapy is
one of major treatments for esophageal cancer,
but drug resistance is seriously affecting the
therapeutic effect of chemotherapy, because it
can lead to treatment failure, tumor recurrence
and distant metastasis. The tumor stem cell
theory posits that cancer stem cells (CSCs)
are one of the main reasons for tumor drug
resistance to chemotherapy. This article will
review the biological characteristics and
sorting of CSCs in esophageal squamous
cell carcinoma as well as the mechanisms
responsible for their drug resistance.
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