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Abstract

The incidence of atherosclerotic mesenteric
ischemia increases gradually with the aging of
the population and rising of the incidence of
atherosclerosis. In the last decade, mesenteric

2770

atherosclerosis has become the most common
cause of acute and chronic mesenteric
ischemia. Atherosclerotic mesenteric ischemia
often presents with an insidious onset and
slow evolvement, and is easily overlooked.
The CT manifestations of advanced mesenteric
ischemia are classic with high diagnostic
accuracy, and the specific findings of CT
angiography include: thromboembolus and
stenotic or occlusive mesenteric artery in
acute stage, single or multiple calcified or
non-calcified plaques, and multiple stenotic
and stiff mesenteric arteries with reduced
branching vessels in chronic stage. Early
mesenteric ischemia, however, has no or
nonspecific CT sign and is difficult to detect.
This article discusses the diagnostic value and
limitations of multi-slice CT in atherosclerotic
mesenteric ischemia as well as some new
imaging techniques for diagnosis of this
condition.

© The Author(s) 2017. Published by Baishideng
Publishing Group Inc. All rights reserved.

Key Words: Atherosclerosis; Acute mesenteric
ischemia; Chronic mesenteric ischemia; Acute on
chronic; Computed tomography
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