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Abstract
Colorectal cancer is one of the most common malignant
tumors. As the development of modern medicine and

Beishideng®  WCJD | www.wjgnet.com

the wide application of early cancer screening, rectal
cancer has been found and treated timely nowadays.
At present, sphincter-preserving surgery for low
rectal cancer is getting more and more popular. Low
rectal anastomotic fistula and pelvic autonomic nerve
injuries are common complications. Improving the
oncological clearance and reducing the complications
have been the goals of surgeons. This article discusses
several problems in low rectal surgery: (1) the selection
of the cut-off location of the inferior mesenteric
artery; (2) the protection of pelvic autonomic nerve
plexus; (3) the anatomy of Denonvilliers” fascia; (4)
the surgical strategy for preventive stoma; and (5) the
improvement of drainage in pelvic floor.

© The Author(s) 2017. Published by Baishideng Publishing
Group Inc. All rights reserved.
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