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Abstract

BACKGROUND

Bacterial infection is one of the main reasons for
increased mortality of patients with cirrhosis, and
patients with decompensated cirrhosis is more likely to
be infected than those with compensated cirrhosis. The
most common and life-threatening infection in cirrhosis
is spontaneous bacterial peritonitis, followed by urinary
tract infections, pneumonia, endocarditis, and skin and
soft tissue infections. However, except spontaneous
bacterial peritonitis, the incidence of other infections is
low and little is known on them.

CASE SUMMARY

This paper reports a patient with recurrent spontaneous
peritonitis in the decompensated stage of liver cirrhosis
at our hospital, who eventually developed infective
endocarditis (IE) that was cured by surgery.

CONCLUSION

The prognosis of cirrhosis complicated with IE is poor.
Early detection and timely intervention can improve
survival rate. In cirrhotic patients with recurrent bacterial
peritonitis and unexplained chest tightness, dyspnea, or
unexplained recurrent fever, the possibility of IE should
be considered.

© The Author(s) 2020. Published by Baishideng Publishing
Group Inc. All rights reserved.
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