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Abstract

Acute upper gastrointestinal bleeding (AUGIB) is a clinically
common emergency condition. The common causes of
AUGIB are peptic ulcer and esophagogastric variceal
bleeding. Despite continuous improvements in endoscopic
hemostasis techniques, endoscopic treatment is still
unsuccessful in 5%-15% of patients. Hemostatic powder,
a new drug for endoscopic hemostasis that is sprayed on
the bleeding site with the assistance of an air pump, can
absorb water to promote clotting substance aggregation
and then adhere over the lesion, forming a mechanical
barrier and then achieving hemostasis. It is convenient to
spray hemostatic powder under endoscopy, where precise
positioning is not warranted. The immediate hemostasis
rate of hemostatic powder is often high, and it can be used
as a remedy after the failure of conventional hemostasis.
However, until now, there have been no recommendations
in China regarding the use of hemostatic powder for
the treatment of AUGIB. This article summarizes the
mechanism, clinical applicability, and side effects of five
major types of hemostatic powder by reviewing the
existing evidence, with an aim to strengthen endoscopists’
understanding of this drug.

© The Author(s) 2023. Published by Baishideng Publishing
Group Inc. All rights reserved.
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